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This is the first comprehensive work in English on the complex history and theory of traditional Chinese
narrative. It describes the major Chinese conventions and strategies for interpreting narrative works, both
historical and fictional, from the earliest narratives through those of the Ch'ing dynasty. For most of China's
recorded history, historical authenticity and factual accuracy were paramount in the production and reception
of narrative texts. Fictional narratives were theorized and judged in accordance with the standards of
historical narratives. In short, narrative was history, and fiction was defective history. Furthermore, the state
made great efforts to control fiction by suppression (censorship) and disavowal (denigration and
trivialization). It was only with the widespread popularity of novels in the Ming and Ch'ing dynasties that
Chinese theorists were able to come to terms with fiction and dehistoricize the poetics of narrative by
allowing and recognizing invention and fabrication in narrative texts.

At this time, the Chinese poetics of narrative moved away from the long-held centrality of historicity, and
critics acknowledged that good fiction can penetrate the nature and feelings of human beings in ways that
other writings cannot, and that a reader is able to discover the uttermost principles of life in fiction just as in
the Confucian classics and historical writings. Narrative was no longer assigned the function it had, for some
2,000 years, of being a "factual record" or "credible history." Its existence was justified because it conjured
up a world that was lifelike and credible.

In the process of tracing the long history of Chinese narrative, the author employs both Chinese and Western
theoretical writings to chart convergences and differences in Chinese and Western literary theory and
criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

The book From Historicity to Fictionality: The Chinese Poetics of Narrative (Cultural Sitings) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book From Historicity to Fictionality: The Chinese Poetics of Narrative (Cultural Sitings)?
A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book From Historicity to Fictionality: The
Chinese Poetics of Narrative (Cultural Sitings) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Gray:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this From Historicity to Fictionality: The
Chinese Poetics of Narrative (Cultural Sitings) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kevin Mabry:

Often the book From Historicity to Fictionality: The Chinese Poetics of Narrative (Cultural Sitings) has a lot
of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Larry Cain:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The From Historicity to Fictionality: The Chinese Poetics of Narrative (Cultural Sitings) will give you a new
experience in reading a book.
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