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The historic race that reawakened the promise of manned spaceflight
 
Alone in a Spartan black cockpit, test pilot Mike Melvill rocketed toward space. He had eighty seconds to
exceed the speed of sound and begin the climb to a target no civilian pilot had ever reached. He might not
make it back alive. If he did, he would make history as the world’s first commercial astronaut.

The spectacle defied reason, the result of a competition dreamed up by entrepreneur Peter Diamandis, whose
vision for a new race to space required small teams to do what only the world’s largest governments had
done before.

Peter Diamandis was the son of hardworking immigrants who wanted their science prodigy to make the
family proud and become a doctor. But from the age of eight, when he watched Apollo 11 land on the Moon,
his singular goal was to get to space. When he realized NASA was winding down manned space flight,
Diamandis set out on one of the great entrepreneurial adventure stories of our time. If the government
wouldn’t send him to space, he would create a private space flight industry himself.
 
In the 1990s, this idea was the stuff of science fiction. Undaunted, Diamandis found inspiration in an
unlikely place: the golden age of aviation. He discovered that Charles Lindbergh made his transatlantic flight
to win a $25,000 prize. The flight made Lindbergh the most famous man on earth and galvanized the airline
industry. Why, Diamandis thought, couldn’t the same be done for space flight?
 
The story of the bullet-shaped SpaceShipOne, and the other teams in the hunt, is an extraordinary tale of
making the impossible possible. It is driven by outsized characters—Burt Rutan, Richard Branson, John
Carmack, Paul Allen—and obsessive pursuits. In the end, as Diamandis dreamed, the result wasn’t just a
victory for one team; it was the foundation for a new industry and a new age.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

Often the book How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of Private
Spaceflight will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book
How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of Private Spaceflight is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Sarah Fernandez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the
Birth of Private Spaceflight can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sandra Leggett:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic
Race, and the Birth of Private Spaceflight it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Elmo Bragg:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It
can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be How to
Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of Private Spaceflight.
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