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In 1845 a young man from Dublin who had been, under his own admission, "indulging in intemperance the
week before" walked into the British Museum and headed for Room Ten where the Portland Vase sat on a
pedestal under a thick, glass case. He waited until the attendant, who was responsible for two rooms, had
strolled next door, then he picked up a handy lump of basalt - a fragment of a monument from the ancient
city of Persepolis - and hurled it at the glass case. The vase that had survived nearly 2000 years was smashed
into 200 pieces. Painstakingly reconstructed and now back on display as one of the British Museum's most
treasured objects, the Portland Vase enjoys a fascinating story. It has passed through the hands of a
remarkable cast of characters - rich and poor, titled and plebeian, famous and obscure. Among its owners
were Flaminio Vacca (the tomb robber, cum budding achaeologist), the Princess of Palestrina (the notorious
gambling addict), Sir William Hamilton (the famous cuckold), Josiah Wedgwood (genius of ceramics) and
Horace Walpole (wit and dilettante). The Duchess of Portland dropped it but it didn't break. Robin Brooks
recreates the lengthy travels and the powerful influence of this unique piece of art, which has long been an
inspiration for artists, poets and historians, together with engaging portraits of the eccentric individuals
through whose hands it has passed.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Mystery of the Portland Vase is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Larry Brackett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Mystery of
the Portland Vase, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

June Hargrove:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Mystery of the Portland Vase why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Hoyt Knapp:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Mystery of the Portland Vase is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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