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A bighearted selection from the inimitable Australian poet's diverse ten-book body of work

Les Murray is one of the great poets of the English language, past, present, and future. Learning Human
contains the poems he considers his best: 137 poems written since 1965, presented here in roughly
chronological order, and including a dozen poems published for the first time in this book.

Murray has distinguished between what he calls the "Narrowspeak" of ordinary affairs, of money and social
position, of interest and calculation, and the "Wholespeak" of life in its fullness, of real religion, and of
poetry.

Poetry, he proposes, is the most human of activities, partaking of reason, the dream, and the dance all at once
-- "the whole simultaneous gamut of reasoning, envisioning, feeling, and vibrating we go through when we
are really taken up with some matter, and out of which we may act on it. We are not just thinking about
whatever it may be, but savouring it and experiencing it and wrestling with it in the ghostly sympathy of our
muscles. We are alive at full stretch towards it." He explains: "Poetry models the fullness of life, and also
gives its objects presence. Like prayer, it pulls all the motions of our life and being into a concentrated true
attentiveness to which God might speak."

The poems gathered here give us a poet who is altogether alive and at full stretch toward experience.
Learning Human, an ideal introduction to Les Murray's poetry, suggests the variety, the intensity, and the
generosity of this great poet's work so far.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

The book Learning Human: Selected Poems can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Learning Human: Selected Poems? Some
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Learning Human: Selected
Poems has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Morton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book Learning Human: Selected Poems had been making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The e-book Learning Human: Selected Poems is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Learning Human: Selected Poems. You never truly feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Daphne Shew:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Learning Human: Selected Poems as the daily resource
information.

Daniel England:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Learning Human: Selected Poems or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Learning Human: Selected Poems to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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