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The story behind the legendary John Singer Sargent painting that propelled the artist to international renown
but condemned his subject to a life of public ridicule.

John Singer Sargent's Madame X is one of the world's best-known portraits. As the Metropolitan's most
frequently requested painting for loans, it travels to museums around the globe. The image of "Madame X"
decorates book and magazine covers, greeting cards and screen savers. She's even been immortalized as a
Madame Alexander doll.

Few people, though, know the fascinating story behind the painting. "Madame X" was actually a twenty-
three-year-old New Orleans Creole, Virginie Gautreau, who moved to Paris and quickly became the "it girl"
of her day. All the leading artists wanted to paint her, but it was Sargent, a relative nobody, who won the
commission. Gautreau and Sargent must have recognized in each other a like-minded hunger for fame.

Unveiled at the 1884 Paris Salon, Gautreau's portrait did generate the attention she craved-but it led to
infamy rather than stardom. Sargent had painted one strap of Gautreau's dress dangling from her shoulder,
suggesting, to outraged Parisian viewers, either the prelude or the aftermath of sex. Her reputation
irreparably damaged, Gautreau retired from public life, destroying all the mirrors in her home so she would
never have to look at herself again.

Why had Sargent chosen to portray her in such a provoc-ative manner? Was the painting, with the scandal it
generated, the machination of a sexually conflicted man who desired a woman and a lifestyle he could never
possess? Drawing on documents from private collections and other previously unexamined materials and
featuring a cast of characters including Oscar Wilde and Richard Wagner, Strapless is an enthralling tale of
art and celebrity, obsession and betrayal.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Strapless: John Singer Sargent and the Fall of
Madame X to read.

Michael Banks:

The book untitled Strapless: John Singer Sargent and the Fall of Madame X is the e-book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language
that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Strapless: John Singer Sargent and the Fall of Madame X from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Cherly Plaster:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. Strapless: John Singer Sargent and the Fall of Madame X can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Curtis Waters:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Strapless: John
Singer Sargent and the Fall of Madame X.
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