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As readers of classic Russian literature know, the nineteenth century was a time of pervasive financial
anxiety. With incomes erratic and banks inadequate, Russians of all social castes were deeply enmeshed in
networks of credit and debt. The necessity of borrowing and lending shaped perceptions of material and
moral worth, as well as notions of social respectability and personal responsibility. Credit and debt were
defining features of imperial Russia’s culture of property ownership. Sergei Antonov recreates this vanished
world of borrowers, bankrupts, lenders, and loan sharks in imperial Russia from the reign of Nicholas I to the
period of great social and political reforms of the 1860s.

Poring over a trove of previously unexamined records, Antonov gleans insights into the experiences of
ordinary Russians, rich and poor, and shows how Russia’s informal but sprawling credit system helped
cement connections among property owners across socioeconomic lines. Individuals of varying rank and
wealth commonly borrowed from one another. Without a firm legal basis for formalizing debt relationships,
obtaining a loan often hinged on subjective perceptions of trustworthiness and reputation. Even after joint-
stock banks appeared in Russia in the 1860s, credit continued to operate through vast networks linked by
word of mouth, as well as ties of kinship and community. Disputes over debt were common, and Bankrupts
and Usurers of Imperial Russia offers close readings of legal cases to argue that Russian courts?usually
thought to be underdeveloped in this era?provided an effective forum for defining and protecting private
property interests.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Nelson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt, Property, and the
Law in the Age of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy (Harvard Historical Studies). Try to make book Bankrupts and
Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt, Property, and the Law in the Age of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy (Harvard
Historical Studies) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Michael Watkins:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt, Property, and the Law in
the Age of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy (Harvard Historical Studies) was filled regarding science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Sharon Works:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt,
Property, and the Law in the Age of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy (Harvard Historical Studies) or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt, Property, and the Law in the Age of Dostoevsky and
Tolstoy (Harvard Historical Studies) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Dianne Roy:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial
Russia: Debt, Property, and the Law in the Age of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy (Harvard Historical Studies) to



make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
reserve Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt, Property, and the Law in the Age of Dostoevsky
and Tolstoy (Harvard Historical Studies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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