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The California condor
has been described as a bird
"with one wing in the grave."

Flying on wings nearly ten feet wide from tip to tip, these birds thrived on the carcasses of animals like
woolly mammoths. Then, as humans began dramatically reshaping North America, the continent's largest
flying land bird started disappearing. By the beginning of the twentieth century, extinction seemed
inevitable.

But small groups of passionate individuals refused to allow the condor to fade away, even as they fought
over how and why the bird was to be saved. Scientists, farmers, developers, bird lovers, and government
bureaucrats argued bitterly and often, in the process injuring one another and the species they were trying to
save. In the late 1980s, the federal government made a wrenching decision -- the last remaining wild condors
would be caught and taken to a pair of zoos, where they would be encouraged to breed with other captive
condors.

Livid critics called the plan a recipe for extinction. After the zoo-based populations soared, the condors were
released in the mountains of south-central California, and then into the Grand Canyon, Big Sur, and Baja
California. Today the giant birds are nowhere near extinct.

The giant bird with "one wing in the grave" appears to be recovering, even as the wildlands it needs keep
disappearing. But the story of this bird is more than the story of a vulture with a giant wingspan -- it is also
the story of a wild and giant state that has become crowded and small, and of the behind-the-scenes dramas
that have shaped the environmental movement. As told by John Nielsen, an environmental journalist and a
native Californian, this is a fascinating tale of survival.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Tuggle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Condor: To the
Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of
One Giant Birdis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core
of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Daniel Watkins:

The book Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and
Times of One Giant Bird is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary Askew:

The reason? Because this Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Ronald Peyton:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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