
Epic in American Culture: Settlement to
Reconstruction

Christopher N. Phillips

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B007ROMHK8
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B007ROMHK8
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B007ROMHK8


Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction

Christopher N. Phillips

Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction Christopher N. Phillips

The epic calls to mind the famous works of ancient poets such as Homer, Virgil, and Ovid. These long,
narrative poems, defined by valiant characters and heroic deeds, celebrate events of great importance in
ancient times. In this thought-provoking study, Christopher N. Phillips shows in often surprising ways how
this exalted classical form proved as vital to American culture as it did to the great societies of the ancient
world.

Through close readings of James Fenimore Cooper, Lydia Sigourney, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and
Herman Melville, as well as the transcendentalists, Phillips traces the rich history of epic in American
literature and art from early colonial times to the late nineteenth century. Phillips shows that far from fading
in the modern age, the epic form was continuously remade to frame a core element of American cultural
expression. He finds the motive behind this sustained popularity in the historical interrelationship among the
malleability of the epic form, the idea of a national culture, and the prestige of authorship—a powerful
dynamic that extended well beyond the boundaries of literature.

By locating the epic at the center of American literature and culture, Phillips’s imaginative study yields a
number of important finds: the early national period was a time of radical experimentation with poetic form;
the epic form was crucial to the development of constitutional law and the professionalization of visual arts;
engagement with the epic synthesized a wide array of literary and artistic forms in efforts to launch the
United States into the arena of world literature; and a number of writers shaped their careers around revising
the epic form for their own purposes.

Rigorous archival research, careful readings, and long chronologies of genre define this magisterial work,
making it an invaluable resource for scholars of American studies, American poetry, and literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Lawhorn:

The book Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide Epic in American Culture:
Settlement to Reconstruction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Eula Johnson:

The knowledge that you get from Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction is a more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Epic in American
Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction instantly.

Maria Levine:

This book untitled Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Nancy Landry:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Epic in
American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction. You can more attractive than now.
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