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At the end of World War II, New York City went through a period of transformation, as war rations gave
way to prosperity, loved ones were reunited, and babies were born into a new era. African American soldiers
who fought in the name of democracy demanded equal rights at home while Billie Holiday reminded us of
the Strange Fruit this country had given birth to. Women left the factories and returned to the domestic front,
raising children and catering to their husbands who toiled in a pre-technological lifestyle that has long since
disappeared.

Photographer Vivian Cherry began her career in the early 1940s while working as a dancer in Broadway
shows and nightclubs. Cherry supported herself partly as a “darkroom technician” for Underwood and
Underwood, a prominent photo service to news organizations. She began shooting the world around her
during this time of change. As a street photographer she combined informal portraiture with cityscapes of the
Lower East Side, the Third Avenue El (and it’s ensuing demolition), the streets of Harlem, Hell’s Kitchen,
and the Meat Packing District.

Searching for more skill as a photographer, Cherry joined the Photo League, where she studied with Sid
Grossman, who had a profound influence on countless photographers of the 1940s and 1950s. Cherry began
selling photo essays to popular magazines while continuing to work in Broadway musicals and supper clubs.
Her work from this period, collected here for the first time in Helluva Town, provides lively vignettes of our
collective memory, suffusing gritty street scenes with warmth and gentleness alongside social consciousness
and history.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Young:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Helluva Town: New York City
in the 1940s and 50s book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Leon Santiago:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update themselves
by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Helluva Town: New York City in the 1940s and 50s is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Lillie Stein:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Helluva Town: New York City in the 1940s and 50s.

Shirley Drago:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Helluva Town: New York City in the 1940s and 50s can make you sense
more interested to read.
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