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When award-winning journalist Dave Jamieson rediscovered his childhood baseball card collection he
figured that now was the time to cash in on his “investments.” But when he tried the card shops, they were
nearly all gone, closed forever. eBay was no help, either. Baseball cards were selling for next to nothing.
What had happened? In Mint Condition, the first comprehensive history of this American icon, Jamieson
finds the answers and much more. In the years after the Civil War, tobacco companies started slipping
baseball cards into cigarette packs as collector’s items, launching a massive advertising war. Before long, the
cards were wagging the cigarettes. In the 1930s, baseball cards helped gum and candy makers survive the
Great Depression, and kept children in touch with the game. After World War II, Topps Chewing Gum Inc.
built itself into an American icon, hooking a generation of baby boomers on bubble gum and baseball cards.
In the 1960s, royalties from cards helped to transform the players’ union into one of the country’s most
powerful, dramatically altering the business of the game. And in the '80s and '90s, cards went through a
spectacular bubble, becoming a billion-dollar-a-year industry before all but disappearing. Brimming with
colorful characters, this is a rollicking, century-spanning, and extremely entertaining history.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Mint
Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Juan Moses:

The publication untitled Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession is the guide
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an
American Obsession from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ida Acord:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Terry McConnell:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession can make
you experience more interested to read.
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