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The Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles were among the most popular extracanonical writings of the second
century. The Acts of John, Peter, Paul, Andrew, Thomas and Xanthippe tell stories of the legendary
wanderings, preaching and miracles of the apostles. Besides talking beasts, extravagant healings and moral
discourses, the Apocryphal Acts reserve an important place for stories about women. Each of the Acts
describes a woman who converts to Christianity, leaves her husband for the sake of the church and then lives
in sexual abstinence. Davies argues that such women were known as “‘Widows’, a group which could at
times include both wid¬ows and virgins; widows were sexually continent, often dependent upon the church
for financial support, often of advanced age, expected to pray constantly, and resolved to remain faithful to
Christ. Such a group of women would have had a collective identity, even a semi-clerical status.” He shows
that these texts featured sexually continent Christian women in their narratives and they they are likely to
have been authored by Christian women. By analyzing the social world behind the apocryphal Acts, Davies
reveals the way in which Christian women in early centuries sometimes sought to have equal standing with
men by rejecting their traditional roles as wives and mothers. In addition to surveying the roles of women in
ancient Christianity.Revolt of the Widows emphasizes the magical world view that dominated in ancient
times both among Christians and pagans, In an extensive new afterword Davies tackles the canonical Acts of
the Apostles and provides convincing evidence that the author—traditionally identified as Luke—was a
woman, a “mother of the church.” “opens up whole new vistas on the self-understanding of women in the
early church.” - Carolyn Osiek, Catholic Biblical Quarterly “provocative . . . deserves to be taken seriously
as another attempt, in turn, to take seriously those voices which have been muted by an aristocratic scholarly
establishment for these many centuries.” - Devon Wiens, Journal of Biblical Literature “Davies perceptively
notes how the apocryphal Acts represent males as ethically dangerous, liable to temptation, and confused
about their faith—the very tendencies most patristic writers ascribed to women.” Elizabeth Clark, Church
History
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

This The Revolt of the Widows: The Social world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Revolt of the
Widows: The Social world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles can be one of several great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps
will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Revolt of the Widows: The
Social world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Dora Campfield:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Revolt of the
Widows: The Social world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Revolt of the Widows: The Social
world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles become your starter.

Robert Sanders:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Revolt of the Widows: The Social
world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Clare Andrews:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Revolt of the Widows: The Social world of the
Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Revolt of the Widows: The Social world of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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